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Otley Liberal Democrats are proud
of our town and our contribution
to our community, our environment
and our local economy.
OUR RECORD OF ACTION
During the last four years as active Town Councillors, we have worked
with our residents, our voluntary organisations, our businesses and our
partners to improve the town.
Four years ago, we set out four priorities for action: promoting local
trade and tourism; improving the environment; leading healthy lives and
promoting well-being; effective council governance and administration.
Together with our community, we have delivered across these themes.
FOR LOCAL TRADE AND TOURISM, WE HAVE:
•

Launched a Tourism Strategy for Otley and invested in professional promotion work,
gaining national and international coverage for Otley events and promoting the attractions
of our town

•

Supported Otley Boats through the process of approvals needed to finally get the rowing
boats back onto the River Wharfe

•

Improved the management of town events and promotions through managing Town
Co-ordination activities

•

Continued to invest in our annual Christmas Lights and Switch-On events

•

Sponsored a range of sporting and cultural events that bring visitors to the town, including
the Cycle Races and Folk Festival

•

Supported events and decoration to mark Otley’s involvement in the Tours de Yorkshire

•

Successfully fundraised for and contributed to the restoration of the Navvies Memorial,
which again becomes a source of pride for the town and a visitor attraction
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TO IMPROVE OUR LOCAL ENVIRONMENT, WE HAVE:
•

Invested in more town-centre street cleaning with the appointment of our own Town
Caretaker, creating a better environment for visitors and residents

•

Organised several Great British Spring Clean litter-picking events and monthly clean-up
sessions hosted by Town Councillors supported by local volunteers

•

Maintained our contributions to Otley in Bloom and supported their success in Britain in
Bloom competitions

•

Supported the launch of Wildlife Friendly Otley and maintained and enhanced biodiversity
at our Gallows Hill Nature Reserve

•

Tackled dog fouling with new free dog-dirt bag dispensers at Gallows Hill

•

Reduced the number of single-use plastic and disposable coffee cups with our My Otley
Cup and My Otley Refill projects, which have made refillable cups and bottles available to
residents and visitors

•

Further supported the reduction of plastic bottle use by launching Refill Otley, together
with local businesses, to provide free refills of Yorkshire tap water

•

Saved carbon emissions and money for Otley residents participating in our Otley Energy
Savers project we launched in conjunction with Groundwork

•

Promoted the use of renewable energy in our community through a feasibility study that
has now led to the launch of Otley Energy Co., a community-owned energy company
which we have supported in its early days

•

Launched a Cycling Strategy for Otley, including promotion of safer cycling with a Safer
Cycling Routes leaflet and guided family rides

•

Become one of the first Town Councils to declare a Climate Emergency and commit our
best endeavours to making Otley a Carbon Neutral Town by 2030

•

Commenced this 2030 target with the launch of a new project, StreetVision2030, to map
out a plan for making Otley a much safer place for walkers, cyclists and motorists by
slowing traffic and creating separated cycle infrastructure where possible
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TO PROMOTE WELL-BEING AND LEADING HEALTHY LIVES, WE HAVE:
•

Contributed to the refurbishment of the Wellcroft play park, including new play equipment
and goalposts

•

Supported the completion of the Ashfield 20mph speed limit zone, reducing traffic speeds
and increasing safety for all road users

•

Fully maintained our inherited commitments to support the Citizens Advice service in
Otley, until such time as the services were changed by the Leeds CAB

•

Completed our commitment to the full development of the Otley Neighbourhood Plan,
which is on schedule to lead to a referendum during the autumn of 2019 in line with
national legislation requirements

•

Created our Investing in Otley Fund to identify and invest in community infrastructure
projects needing capital investment for long-term community benefit

•

Worked to complete the Wharfedale Greenway, a footpath/cycleway connecting the towns
of the Wharfe Valley

TO MANAGE THE COUNCIL’S ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNANCE,
WE HAVE:
•

Fulfilled our commitment to reduce the number of Town Councillors from 20 to 15

•

Maintained a prudent approach to the Council’s administration with tight control of
overhead and administration spending, releasing more funds for community projects

We are proud of what we have achieved.
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OUR CONTINUED COMMITMENT TO OTLEY
Liberal Democrats want Otley to remain a town where you feel safe,
secure and able to be active. We see the Town Council as a facilitator
that places its residents first, not itself – a Town Council that works
with the community to improve our local and global environment, our
economy, our infrastructure and our society.

ADVANCING OTLEY – PROPOSALS FOR THE
NEXT FOUR YEARS
Below we set out our priorities for Advancing Otley over the next four
years. They are set out as primary aims and objectives for the town in
areas where the Town Council can contribute.
Some are short-term, others are medium-term, and some require longterm planning, lobbying and funding from sources outside Otley Town
Council’s budget and remit. All are ambitious.
We know that Otley is a great place to live, but there is more that can be
done to make it even better. Here are our priorities for Advancing Otley:
•

Produce and begin to implement a plan to make Otley a Carbon Neutral Town by 2030, in
line with our declaration of a Climate Emergency as a priority for action and working with
partners across our community

•

Complete the production of the Otley Neighbourhood Plan

•

Develop a Digital Otley Strategy that supports the future needs of local business and the
community and encourages inward investment by tech companies

•

Produce and begin to implement our StreetVision2030 project, to make Otley a safer
place for pedestrians, cyclists and drivers by slowing down traffic and segregating cyclists
wherever practical

•

Maintain vigilance on all infrastructure and housing developments in Otley and
advocate the highest standards of low-carbon development in line with our
Carbon Neutral 2030 objective
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•

Investigate options for identifying and securing a permanent, cost-effective home for the
Town Council that has scope for wider community use, as current leasing arrangements
on offices come to an end in 2023

•

Maintain our commitment to investing in our community, well-being and community
infrastructure, through our Community Fund, our Investing in Otley Fund and through our
ownership of Beacon Hill

•

Maintain our approach of careful husbandry of the public’s money entrusted to us,
through budgetary control and tight management of administration and overhead costs

•

Work with our business support agencies and local businesses to continue to develop the
attractiveness and viability of our town centre, recognising the challenges that all town
centres currently face and maintaining an open-minded approach to change

•

Maintain our efforts to attract more visitors to Otley with promotions, support for cultural,
sporting and community events and being vigilant in ensuring our offer to visitors
continually improves
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